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situated, right on the edge of the sea. Large. Built by Adam.
Magnificent, and splendid rooms. But several generations of
owners had done nothing to furnish it worthily, and the modern
side stairs were terrible in every way. The main stair and the
oval well are lovely. I did one or two water colours at Blanefield,
mostly very bad.
Thursday to Aviemore, in Strathspey, right in the Highlands. A
panorama of Cairngorm mountains in front of hotel. Very fine.
We left for Edinburgh on Monday, and were much pleased
with Edinburgh. An old driver, a shade drunk, drove us over
all the town, and was most informing and useful. Great contrast
between the fineness of Edinburgh and the dowdiness of Edin-
burgh and the dirtiness of its shops and cafe's. Its site has
really been tr&s bien compris, and its natural advantages, scenic-
ally, are terrific.
On Wednesday we went to York, and had a very taciturn
driver, and went to the York Empire. I got some ideas for my
next novel. At Edinburgh and York we stayed at railway
hotels. In railway hotels as regards food the thing to do is to
stick to the grill and the sideboard, which railway companies
understand, for lunch and dinner.
Thursday, August ijth.
Yesterday I cycled to Frinton to see the shooting of the R.F.A.
The target was the Frinton lifeboat, about 300 yards out. The
guns were at Coldharbour, north of Frinton, range of about
2,500 yards. On suggestion of R.G.A/S we moved—twice,
further north. L. seems to know nothing about artillery (yet
he was in H.A.C.), and he was made observation officer so as
to save him from having to shoot. He could not observe. He
had no notion of observing, beyond marking a plus or a minus.
The R.G.A. subalterns explained things, and were useful, at any
rate to me. Half the shooting being over, a policeman was
clearing people off the beach because of the danger. Last night
at dinner I had the account of the shooting itself from one who
had had to do some of it. He said the observation officer was
supposed always to be a first-class gunner, as everything depended
on him, but that an observation ofiicer was not really necessary
in this case (direct fire, etc.). The generals were kidded accord-
ingly. There were three generals. One of them knew nothing
or little about gunnery. He made a great noise, and wanted
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